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SUBJ: ABOLISHMENT OF MINISTRY OF DEVELOPMENT 

REF: NASSAU 0337 

1 . THE MORNING NEWSPAPER, NASSAU GUARDIAN, 
REPORTED THAT THE MINISTRY OF DEVELOPMENT 
HAD BEEN ABOLISHED (PREVIOUSLY RUMORED TO BE), 
AND THAT ITS FORMER MINISTER, A. T. MAYCOCK, 

HAD BEEN ASSIGNED TO PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE, 
WHERE HE WILL SERVE AS MINISTER OF STATE WITH 
PARTICULAR EMPHASIS ON ECONOMIC AFFAIRS. 

2. SAME ARTICLE ANNOUNCED A FAR MORE SIGNI- 
FICANT DEVELOPMENT, I.E. THE CONTROVERSIAL 
HATCHET BAY FARMS IS NOW THE RESPONSIBILITY 
OF MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS AND ATTORNEY 
GENERAL. PAUL ADDERLEY. THIS ADDITIONAL 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR MINISTER ADDERLEY WILL 
FURTHER COMPLICATE AND DELAY WORKING RELA- 
TIONSHIP WITH THIS MINISTRY. AN ALREADY 
OVERLY BURDENED ADDERLEY IS NOW TAKING ON 
A DIFFICULT AND HIGHLY VISIBLE BAHAMAS 
AGRICULTURAL CORPORATION. ADDERLEY IS 
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THE THIRD MINISTER, SINCE AUGUST 1977, TO 
SUPERVISE BAHAMAS AGRICULTURAL CORPORATION. 
MAYCOCK (PREVIOUS MINISTER OF DEVELOPMENT) 
LOST THE CORPORATION IN THE FIRST MOVE TO 
PHASE OUT THE DEVELOPMENT MINISTRY. MINISTER 
OF AGRICULTURE SMITH TOOK IT ON AND NOW IT 
IS BEING GIVEN TO ADDERLEY. 
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3. ALTHOUGH, IN OUR VIEW, THIS SHIFT OF 
RESPONSIBILITY WILL BE GOOD FOR HATCHET 
BAY, IN THE LONG RUN, IT WILL RESENT US 
WITH CERTAIN INEVITABLE DELAYS IN DEALING 
WITH ADDER LEY. UPCOMING BASE NEGOTIATIONS 
ARE AN EXAMPLE. 
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